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Please see inside for info to
put on your refrigerator

Contact River Grove: A Marine Area Community School
PO Box 178 • 14189 Ostlund Tr N • Marine on St Croix, MN 55047
PHONE: 651-409-3122 • FAX: 651-538-1022 • www.marineareaschool.org
EMAIL: info@marineareaschool.org
DISMISSAL CHANGES AND ABSENCES: attendance@marineareaschool.org

River Grove’s
Mission
River Grove will
utilize the natural
resources, history, arts,
and civic
stewardship of the
community as a foun-
dation for the study of
language arts, mathe-
matics, science, social
studies, physical educa-
tion, art, and other cur-
riculum subjects.

 The place-based
learning environment
will be student
centered, designed by
teachers, and
reinforced and
supported by the
local community.

We are looking forward to our third year!
We’ve been working hard over the summer
to put some exciting new programs in place,
add to our staff, and enhance our campus.

Adventure Education/Outdoor Ed: This
year River Grove will have a renewed focus
on outdoor education with our new teacher
Katie Bruns! Please make sure your students
are prepared to spend time outside, even in
the days of so-so weather. Students will go
outside for recess, PE, and in the general
education classroom as much as possible, even on
moderately rainy and cold days. Additionally, the
school is pleased to offer a dedicated “Outdoor Ed-
ucation” specialist day. During this time, students will be participating in fun, adventurous ac-
tivities that focus on the outdoors in our amazing setting.
Expanding the School and the Campus: We’ve added a second first grade and are almost
finished renovating the “Old Administration” building (located to the west of the playground
behind Commons). In mid-September, Mrs. Henschen’s first grade class and some Learning
Center services will occupy that new space.

New Teachers and Staff: You’ll see many new faces on campus this year as we have expand-
ed our paraprofessional staff and hired new teachers. Please welcome them to River Grove!

Class Section Capacity: At the August 6, 2019, Board Workshop, the Board of Directors vot-
ed to increase the class section capacity in grades 2–6 to 27 students. The Board considered
heavily the opinion of the River Grove staff and parents and ultimately felt as a growing
school the increase was necessary to accommodate as many new families to our school as
possible, especially in the case of siblings who want to attend the same school. For questions
or concerns please contact our Board of Directors (directory here).

PRIDE: At River Grove we believe that emphasizing positive behavior is important in building
the character. Our teachers and staff have chosen the acronym “PRIDE” (Perseverance, Re-
spect, Integrity, Discovery, and Excellence) to represent the behaviors we wish to see in stu-
dents. These behaviors will be celebrated and reinforced throughout the year; we hope that
families can participate in focusing on these traits at home.

Wellness Policy: River Grove is an Allergy Aware school. In order to protect the safety and
wellness of all our students, it is our policy that food items are NOT given out as classroom
rewards or for birthday parties and celebrations. Please see your child’s teacher for ideas to
celebrate important events using non-food items.

River Grove Parent Participation: Part of the mission of River Grove is to utilize the
civic stewardship of the community as a foundation for our children’s learning. The
PTO is leading the effort to put this into practice. We ask that each
parent/guardian give back to the school in some form this school year. We have
provided a variety of options for you to choose from in River Grove Parent Partici-
pation form. Please fill this out and return to the school office. You will be contact-
ed later when opportunities for your selection are available.

“The serene pathways at River Grove.”
Photo by Cheri Schmidt

http://www.marineareaschool.org/macs-board/
http://www.marineareaschool.org/wp-content/uploads/River-Grove-Parent-Participation-Form-2019-20.pdf
http://www.marineareaschool.org/wp-content/uploads/River-Grove-Parent-Participation-Form-2019-20.pdf
http://www.marineareaschool.org/wp-content/uploads/River-Grove-Parent-Participation-Form-2019-20.pdf


ABSENCES OR TARDIES
� Please call 651-409-3122 or email

attendance@marineareaschool.org by 10:00 am if your
child is sick, late, or absent for any reason.

� If arriving late, check into the office in Earth, then walk
your student to his/her classroom.

� Students will be marked tardy if not in the classroom
by 8:30am. Doors open at 8:15am.

DAILY DISMISSAL CHANGES
� If there is a change to your child’s normal dismissal,

call 651-409-3122 or email
attendance@marineareaschool.org by NOON (except
for emergencies). For the safety of your child, we can-
not rely on verbal directions given by the child. We
must receive notification from a parent or we will re-
quire the child to use their normal means of dismissal
transportation.

DROPPING OFF IN THE MORNING?
� Use the "Guest" parking lot, and walk your children to

their classrooms. Do not park on the service road.

PICKING UP IN THE AFTERNOON?
� Please follow the line of cars to the second "Guest"

parking entrance. DO NOT block the road by turning
around.

� To make things run smoothly, please stay in your cars
at pick-up. Do not park and meet your kids. Staff will
bring your kids to your car.

NEED TO LEAVE EARLY?
� Please call us well ahead of time so we can alert your

student’s teacher.

OLDFIELD ROAD RESTRICTION
�Do not use Oldfield Road north of Hwy 7 to Ostlund
Trail N. This road is not an approved route for River
Grove traffic, and usage may affect our Conditional
Use Permit.

WE ARE A SCHOOL ZONE!
� We may not have the signs, but we are still a school

zone. Drive carefully!
� Only delivery, emergency, and

handicap-authorized vehicles
are allowed on our service roads.

� When picking up a student, please park in the
"Guest" parking lot. Do not drive or park on the
service road except in an emer- gency.

� Drive slowly on campus and on area roads.
� Watch for kids walking and bik- ing, please!

LOST AND FOUND
� Located in the Commons.

PARENT PORTAL
� Usernames and passwords were handed out at the

Back to School Nights.  Go to
rivergrove.onlinejmc.com to log in.

� Please doublecheck your contact information.

STAY UP-TO-DATE AND IN CONTACT
� Go to our calendar on the website.
� Go to our list of staff emails

LUNCHES
� LUNCH MONEY: Please send cash or check (made to

"MACS") for lunch accounts, or log into your account
via the JMC Parent Portal. Instructions were in your
parent packet at the Back to School night.

� Please place your order weekly. See the separate
lunch info sheet for detailed instructions.

� Lunch Accounts: Limits on lunch accounts have been
reduced this year. The maximum family account bal-
ance this year will be -$25.00.

� New Student Lunch PINs: Students will be assisting in
instant checkout using a keypad in the lunch line. Stu-
dent PINs are the last four digits of their student ID
number (log into the Parent Portal to view the ID).
Student IDs are their graduation year (such as 2030
plus a sequential number). For example: A child with
the student ID of 203078 would have the PIN of 3078.

MEDICATIONS
� Drop off any medications to be administered in school

in the Health Office. Medication form signed by a phy-
sician is required for prescription medicines; OTC form
is required for non-prescription.

LIBRARY
� Please return library books in good condition so every-

one can enjoy them. If a book is lost or damaged, we
ask for a $5 replacement fee.

VISITING AND VOLUNTEERING
� Check in at the Main Office in Earth. For the safety of

our staff and students, all visitors, including parent vol-
unteers and community members, must wear a visitor
badge when on school grounds. Please check out and
return the badge before departing.

� If you would like to visit or volunteer in a classroom,
please contact the teacher directly in advance to
schedule a time that works for all. Please do not bring
siblings or extra guests.

NO OPEN-TOE SHOES, PLEASE
� A reminder that closed-toed shoes MUST be worn at

all times. The students play outside where there are
sticks, rocks, and other things that could potentially
injure little feet. No sandals please!

� Rain/mud boots are highly recommended!
� When the cold weather comes, kids need to be appro-

priately dressed! Snow pants, boots, coats, mittens/
gloves, and hats are required if any snow is present.
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