
River Grove Elementary  
Board of Directors Meeting  

Friday, March 5, 2021 4:00 PM  
Virtual  

MINUTES 

1.0 Call to Order - Chair Dan Miller called the meeting to order at 4:05pm.  
1.1 Roll Call - Present: Angie Hong, Dan Miller, Marcy Ost, Jessica Hansen, Annie Beck, Lisa 
Dochniak present. Absent: Bre DeCorsey. Also in attendance - Drew Goodson and Ele 
Anderson.  

2.0 Approve Agenda - motion to approve agenda by Ost. Second by Hansen. All in favor. Agenda 
approved.  

3.0 Old Business  
3.1 May Township Conditional Use Permit Updates 3.2  

- Miller provided an update on last night’s May. Twp. board meeting. The board approved 
our requested CUP amendment request; however there are additional questions that 
still need to be resolved regarding septic maintenance and potential upgrades, and road 
maintenance and potential upgrades.  

- Several River Grove members were in attendance and many families as well. County 
Commissioner Fran Miron also attended and spoke about the county’s role in overseeing 
septic maintenance in the county. River Grove will work closely with the county and 
Wilder to ensure that Wilder is meeting all applicable rules related to our septic system.  

- Road maintenance is another major topic of concern. One complicating factor is that 
Washington County is working to purchase a portion of the Wilder land to protect 
through conservation easements and expand Square Lake Park. This could dramatically 
impact traffic on the road, as well as River Grove’s ability to eventually purchase 
portions of Wilder property we would like to own long term. Our main village and 
immediate surrounding area should be available to use no matter what the County 
decides.  

- The county intends to build a new park south of Ostlund and install trails north of 
Ostlund. River Grove will be continuing conversations with Washington County and 
Wilder regarding future use of our property. The Science Museum intends to purchase 
the Big River Farms property and operate it as a destination for urban retreats and 
programming via it’s Kitty Anderson Academy. 

- The updated CUP amendment stipulates that River Grove will pay 70% of all required 
road maintenance. However, it is unresolved as to whether that could potentially 
include paving the road. Paving would cost $800k - $1million, which is more than River 
Grove could afford.  

- If the county adds a park and trails, that will dramatically increase road use and the road 
may need to be paved in the near future.  

- Miller: what options could we pursue?  
- 1) Offer enrollment to 25 new students now and trust that the Township will 

not require us to pave the road in the future. The board members made it clear 
they don’t want to pave the road. 

- 2) Disregard the current CUP offered and continue operating at our current size.  
- 3) Pursue legal action 

- Goodson - his impression is that May Twp would like to retain control of the situation 
and have our school go back to them every year 

- Miller - this is difficult because it will likely cost the school significant dollars to make all 
of the needed maintenance for septic and roads.  



- Hong - would like to take a chance and open the 2nd K class + enroll a few students in 
older grades. If we need to consider legal action regarding road paving in the future we 
can do that then.  
 

- Goodson - reviewed current enrollment options. Chart below shows current application 
numbers.  

-  
- Dochniak - how many of the incoming kindergarteners have attached siblings in older 

grades?  
- Miller - we should also consider max class sizes 
- Goodson - we will definitely need to add a second 4th grade teacher. For next year we 

are in a good spot for student to teacher ratio. We still have to follow rules for charter 
school enrollment and can’t just automatically offer enrollment to older siblings of 
kindergarteners.  

- Hong - are we only able to offer one kindergarten class plus five additional students?  
- Goodson - no. We only have 183 confirmed for next year so we can add more than that.  
- Miller - are there any current families who have not yet responded that they will be 

coming back next year? 
- Hong - Motion to approve adding a second section of kindergarten for next year.  
- Goodson - would that be two sections of 18 or two sections of 20 students? 
- Hansen - if the kindergarten classes have 20 kids, those classes will be larger than the 

other grades, which won’t be equitable for those teachers.  
- Beck - would support having smaller kindergarten classes to be more equitable.  
- Hong - would support having two 18 student kindergarten classes, which would also 

allow more older students to enroll.  
- Dochniak - what has our messaging been to families? Did we say we are offering a 

second section? Or a second class of 20? 
- Ost - we have told families that we are opening a second section of 20 students multiple 

times.  
- Miller - during the May Twp meeting last night, we said we could add 20 kindergarten 

students.  
- Dochniak - what about para support for kindergarten classes?  
- Hansen - River Grove typically has not had full-day para support for the K classes.  
- Dochniak - for kindergarten classes, it is very important to have support, especially in 

the beginning of the school year before teachers get to know the students and their 
needs. If we decide to have larger k classes, then we need to ensure additional para 
support.  

- Beck - would support two sections of kindergarten with 20 students each, contingent on 
having appropriate para support. That would be consistent with what we have told 
prospective families.  
 

- Hong - Motion to open two classes of kindergarten with 20 students each, with the 
understanding that we will ensure appropriate para support for those classes. Second 
by Beck.  



- Roll call vote. All board members in attendance vote yes. Motion passes.   



2021-2022 Class Size and Sections 
- Miller: Do we want to discuss enrolling additional students in older grades also?  
- Goodson:  

- Option 1: We open a second kindergarten class and then begin offering 
spots in the older grades working from the bottom up. We would offer 
all of the 1st and 2nd grade spots on the waiting list and most in 3rd 
grade.  

- Option 2: We divide the remaining 22 spots evening across the other 
grades.  

- Ost: This decision requires some thought and should be postponed to the March 
16 board meeting.  

- Anderson: Depending on which kindergarten students accept, that affects their 
siblings positions on the waiting list.  

- Goodson: we should have more information to make an informed decision on 
March 16. At that meeting, the board will also need to consider whether to 
return to a M-F school week after spring break. The board will be provided a 
summary of key points from conversations with teachers on this topic.  

- Miller: We would also like to hear information about staff restrictions and 
quarantine situations. Are we still dealing with operational concerns? He would 
like to move back to five days a week if there are no operational concerns.  

- Goodson: Beck and Deitrich have been teaching fully distance learning all year. 
There are several families wanting to come back to in person now. Beck will be 
switching to hybrid learning after spring break and working with both fully 
distance and in person students.  

 

3.3 Regular Board Meeting on Adjournment - Chair Miller adjourned the meeting at 5:09pm.  

The next River Grove board meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 16, 2021 at 6pm.  


