
Dear River Grove Families and Staff,

As we enter the new calendar year, we want to give you an update on progress regarding our
school’s location.

First, we would like to thank all of our families for their immense support and advocacy for the
future of the Wilder Forest Property during May Township’s recent community engagement and
ultimate decision making regarding the updated ordinances to the Conservancy District. As the
largest occupant in the district, River Grove’s families made their collective voice heard, which
resonated and aligned with our Square Lake Association (SLA) neighbors to form a strong
partnership. This shared stakeholder vision was clearly communicated to the Township’s
leadership. Ultimately, overnight youth camps, such as the one proposed by the Minnesota
Catholic Youth Partnership (MCYP), were eliminated from possible conditional uses in the
district. We believe this is a step forward for the conservation of the area’s pristine forests and
lakes. The strong advocacy of the River Grove Community and the SLA helped to ensure the
preservation of this unique natural setting.

That said, the future of the Wilder Forest remains unresolved. Despite the improvements
enacted by the Township to the ordinances and codes of the area, the MCYP may continue to
pursue a Conditional Use Permit in an attempt to move forward with their purchase of the
property. If the MCYP does move forward, it will likely result in a drawn out process.

We believe the best course is to secure a lease agreement with the Wilder Foundation as the
current and likely landlord when our lease expires at the end of June, given the unresolved
nature of the situation. It remains our strong preference to stay at our current location for, at a
minimum, the entirety of next school year. A lease extension would be a very positive solution to
provide our students, families, and staff with some much needed certainty. Our board sent a
formal lease extension request to Wilder in December, following the May Township decision.
Wilder responded and indicated they would discuss this proposal with the MCYP and get back
to us in January. A lease extension is our highest priority and best solution at this time.

Additionally, we continue to pursue alternate site locations. The Manitou Fund, owner of the
adjacent Warner Nature Center Property, remains a significant donor and committed partner.
Our school leadership is in frequent conversations with their leadership. They have engaged
attorneys and site planners to help develop plans for the Warner property. Given the pristine
landscape, it is Manitou's strong desire to be as thoughtful as possible in considering the
environmental impact of any building on the property. Through these conversations they believe
there is a path to build an amazing campus for our school, and they continue to develop both
short and long-term plans. However, their concern remains the time needed to get a site
campus ready for the 2023 school year. Because of this, Manitou would be highly supportive of
a lease extension with Wilder to allow for more time to carefully plan. Additionally, they have
given us every indication they are still willing to buy the Wilder Property under the same
conditions that were presented this past September, should the MCYP purchase not be
completed.



Given the complex and unresolved nature of both the Wilder and Warner properties, the school
is continuing to pursue additional temporary solutions within a short distance of our school. The
Manitou Fund is willing to support us in this endeavor and is actively looking at temporary sites
as well. We have sought out several area woodland facilities and have one very interested party,
who wishes to remain anonymous until more formal conversations take place with their Board of
Directors this month.

Finally, we are so very grateful for the diligent work and nimble resourcefulness of our board
members and leadership during this unprecedented challenge. We empathize with the stress
and apprehensiveness the uncertainty we find ourselves in has laid upon us all. Our leadership
fully appreciates the implications this has for our children, staff careers, and the treasured
school we have created with all of you over the past 6 years. A secure home continues to be at
the top of our minds, every day and evening, and the overarching priority for all of us as we
pursue every avenue and a positive resolution for our staff and families.

We will communicate further direction and information as we connect with all entities this month.
We have links detailing our comprehensive property work on the board portion of our school’s
website. You can access our recent Property Presentation and meeting minutes for further
information.

Feel free to connect with us at any time. We are thankful for your insights and encouraging
words of support as we work together in optimistic solidarity toward a bright future.

With Hope,

Drew Goodson and Jessica Hansen on behalf of the River Grove Board of Directors and
Administration.


