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September 24, 2022

Board of Directors
Judy Kishel, Chair
Amherst H. Wilder Foundation
451 Lexington Parkway North
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55104

Dear Wilder Foundation Board of Directors:

Thank you for the email we received yesterday in response to our September 19 letter. We would still
appreciate a meeting with you and your board, as requested, to discuss next steps. We remain
disheartened by the situation and confused as to why representatives of our school and board were not
more properly informed and allowed to engage with this consequential property transaction, one that
will have deep and lasting impacts on our children and community. We believe a meeting with your
board would be an important step in addressing a decision that will displace hundreds of public
elementary students, staff, and families from the school they love. As an organization that promotes
positive community impact, we are certain you can understand our deep concern.

In the meantime, we have a few questions:

1) Could you provide a copy of the communication sent to Dan Miller on July 15th you reference in your
letter? We are aware there were multiple informal phone conversations between Kelly Urista and Dan
during the summer, but were not led to believe a final decision by the Wilder Board had been made at
that time.

We are concerned that such an impactful decision was communicated only via phone with one
individual, without the additional step of a formal notification from your Board to our school's
administration or board of directors. Dan had informed us that, during ongoing conversations with Kelly,
she stated that it would not be "morally right" to make a final decision on selling the property to another
entity without "going back to you or Manitou" with a final opportunity to purchase.

Additionally, he was led to believe that Manitou had presented a formal offer during that July 15th
phone call, as Kelly had stated the full board was set to review "two offers" at that time. It is our current
understanding that Manitou was never given the opportunity to respond to the Catholic camp’s
proposal, and a formal offer was never provided by Manitou Fund, which is seemingly confirmed by
comments in the Pioneer Press about only receiving a "verbal opinion" on the value of the land.

The first written communication River Grove received related to this decision is dated September 1,
2022, when we were cc'd on a letter sent to May Township staff which stated that you were “finalizing



the terms of the sale” with an “interested party.” In fact, the letter we received on this Friday, Sept. 23rd,
is the first direct written communication River Grove’s board or administration has received from the
Wilder Foundation about this sale.  We are hopeful that the Wilder Foundation would not wish to finalize
such a far-reaching and impactful decision based on the current informal and exclusive process.

2) Is the Wilder Foundation Board willing to meet with Manitou Fund to continue the conversation given
the above noted points? It is our understanding that Manitou Fund is still very interested in purchasing
this property and has been actively working to continue that conversation with the Wilder Foundation
Board. As it stands today, their purchase is the only way to ensure River Grove and Big River Farms,
the neighboring entity that provides immigrant, refugee, and BIPOC farmers with land access and
training, will both continue operations well into the future.

3) Thank you for the suggestion to work directly with the Minnesota Catholic Youth Partnership. If the
currently proposed sale indeed moves forward, could you please provide us with their contact
information, as it is not readily available on an internet search?

We will be holding a public meeting with our families on Monday night at 6:30 pm on campus. We
appreciate a response to our questions prior to the meeting, so we may provide the most accurate
information. Furthermore, you would be most welcome to attend and be part of the conversation. We
expect a large crowd that may include both local and state elected officials who have expressed
concern with this situation.

We look forward to your response. We wholeheartedly affirm your website’s statement that “We are in
this together and, along with all of you, are taking extraordinary measures to protect and serve our
families and communities.” Please partner with us in this endeavor.

Sincerely,

Jessica Hansen, Chair
River Grove Board of Directors

Lisa Dochniak, Vice Chair
Katie Bruns, Treasurer
Angie Hong, Secretary
Annie Beck, Director


