
January 27, 2023

Staff and Families,

We want to give you all an update on the school property discussion for next year and highlight
our recent efforts and progress on a number of paths.

But first, we want to thank our staff all for the hard work and dedication in providing a safe and
supportive learning environment for our kids and families, despite the uncertainty and
circumstances that are often beyond our control. We have noticed your focus and determination
to make this year as stable and successful as possible for kids and families, which in turn help
the administration and Board of Directors focus on the many complicated turns of events and
important tasks of dealing with the property issue. We’ve also noticed how you all support each
other, which is always important but even more vital at this time. This is an exceptional group of
people!

And to our families: We are so grateful for you. Uncertainty is difficult. Although much of our
work has had to remain confidential, we appreciate your patience and daily support of your
children!

Wilder Property Update: We officially requested a lease extension in December from Wilder
following the May Township decision to disallow overnight camps as a conditional use. They
replied that they need to consult the Minnesota Catholic Youth Partnership (MCYP) due to their
ongoing purchase agreement. We then reached out to the MCYP, who let us know yesterday
that they will discuss the matter at an upcoming board meeting. We remain hopeful that the
three parties--Wilder, MCYP, and River Grove–can come to an agreement in the near future.

A quick resolution is especially important, as it appears that the MCYP is continuing on with
their plans for the property. They held an open house this past week, where they shared
detailed plans with the community, including extensive development. They did not seem to see
the Township’s decision as a roadblock to completing this purchase despite the recent
ordinance change and their first CUP (Conditional Use Permit) request being rejected.

Over winter break, we received a copy of the MCYP’s unsuccessful CUP application and
purchase agreement. Based on this document, we believe that the MCYP and Wilder have until
the end of March to complete a purchase, with the option for the MCYP to extend the
contingency period for additional 90 days through costly, non-refundable earnest payments.  We
do not believe the MCYP will be successful in their efforts in getting a CUP or building permits,



but their decision to persist continues to put the ownership of the Wilder property at the end of
our current lease (June 30, 2023) in flux.  We do not believe we can change MCYP’s trajectory,
so we will continue to ask and advocate for a lease extension, as it will be mutually beneficial to
all parties involved, including the MCYP/Wilder who will have a high-paying tenant to offset
property holding costs while they continue their pursuit.

At this point, our course of action is to continue to respectfully ask for a lease extension. An
additional year at the Wilder Forest property would allow us, in any scenario, an incredibly
important degree of certainty and minimize the disruption of an abrupt move. It is our number
one priority at this time.

Alternative Locations:  Last week, we met with the entire Board of Directors of the Arcola Mills
Historic Foundation property, located directly adjacent to the St. Croix River just north of
Stillwater. We continued our potential partnership discussion, focusing on the use of the historic
renovated mansion and 55-acre property as a temporary site for River Grove. Their board
expressed an incredible amount of support for our situation and voted unanimously to publicly
pursue a partnership with River Grove, including a potential CUP and lease. We have since
reached out to Township officials to discuss the partnership and are waiting on a response.

Another strong temporary option has also come to light within the past few weeks. Leadership
has been exploring this potential local opportunity. The involved parties do not wish to be public,
as they are doing their due diligence to meet with stakeholders prior to any disclosures on our
part. We will certainly continue to pursue this option and will provide information as we are able.

Affiliated Building Company: We held meetings this summer and fall and have engaged with
our attorneys to begin the Affiliated Building Company (ABC) process, which would allow the
school to seek public bonds and purchase property. Our beginning eligibility date would be this
coming fall, but we believe that an ABC has the potential to be an option for the school in the
future to centralize the control of property ownership into the hands of the school itself.

Manitou Fund: Manitou continues to be an active partner assisting the school in all phases of
planning. They are actively working towards a design for the Warner property and continue to
advocate on our mutual behalf with the Township. Any solution will very likely include continued
assistance and partnership with them, and we remain grateful for their unwavering support.

We understand that uncertainty and circumstances beyond our control are incredibly unsettling
and trying for all of us. Please know that we are leaving no stone unturned. We hope that you
continue to persevere with us as we work to ensure a bright future for our unique community.

We can continue to encourage one another as we focus on providing quality educational
programming together, no matter the circumstances. We share in the privilege and opportunity
to contribute to the lives of our community’s youngest members. Thank you for the many seen
and unseen ways you use your gifts to serve others each day.



Please reach out with thoughts or questions. You are all invited to attend our upcoming board
meeting Monday, January 30. We will be providing a property presentation with a time for
Q&A at 6:00 pm in the Commons, following our regular board business meeting.

Finally, please know that River Grove isn’t going anywhere.  We know how important this school
is to students, families, staff, and the surrounding area in terms of educational choice,
community partnership, and even economic benefits. We believe the future is bright!

Sincerely,

Drew Goodson and Jessica Hansen, on behalf of the River Grove Administration and Board of
Directors.


